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come up by the force of circumstances. They agree to dissuade the Bulgarians from all aggression against the neighboring provinces, particularly Macedonia; and to inform them that in such a case they would be acting at their own risk and peril.
5. ATTITUDE OF AGENTS IN THE EAST.
In order to avoid collisions of interests in the local questions which may arise, the three Courts will furnish their representatives and agents in the Orient with a general instruction,4 direct-
solchen Fallen die Unterstiitzung Ihrer Collegen anrufen oder die Ihrige, wenn sie in Anspruch genommen wird, bereitwillig gewahren.
"Diesen Erlass wollen Sie als vertraulichen ansehen und behandeln.
"Empfangenetc."
Translation. (The corrected wording is followed.]
"The calm which has followed the solution of certain burning questions in the Orient is chiefly due to the harmonious action of the signatory Powers. These are today still united in their effort to further peace and the tranquil development of conditions in the Balkan Peninsula, and to avoid everything which might tend to obstruct these aims.
"The Governments of Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Russia are very particularly interested in this matter, for this policy not only insures peace in the Orient, but gives suitable expression to the friendly relations prevailing between the Monarchs.
"In order to insure this harmony against any mishap, an intimate cooperation in business as well as social matters is incumbent on the respective representatives in the Orient. They should not allow themselves to be diverted from this through newspaper quarrels, which occasionally arise as the result of misrepresentations, nor through any possible personal pique or rivalry, to which the peculiar conditions of the Levant might give rise.
"Your Excellency will therefore, while continuing as before to exercise the greatest care in cultivating good relations with the representatives of all Powers, strive for friendly cooperation with your colleagues of Germany and Russia in the important questions which arise within the scene of your activities and communicate to the Government any differences of opinion which cannot be settled on the spot, in order that such divergences may be adjusted through direct action between the respective Cabinets, before the Governments are confronted with an undesirable situation.
"Matters exclusively affecting Austro-Hungarian interests, such as the protection of our nationals, questions of commerce or law arising from the treaties, shall remain subject to your own independent action. It is not out of the question, however, and it is wholly in accordance with the reciprocally cordial relations, that you should request the support of your colleagues even in such cases, or readily grant your own support if it should be called for.